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ÅGovt. funding for Innovative Companies
ïFederal SBIR/STTRs

ïExamples of funded companies

ïEligibility and the story

ïWisconsin successes

ïCenter for Technology Commercialization
ÅOur programing

ÅOur grant funds available

Outline
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Å Identify potential SBIR type companies

Å Learn criteria used to evaluate a fit for the 

SBIR/STTR program

ÅSummarize Wisconsinõs success with funding

Å Relate how the CTC assists companies

Outline and Objectives
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SBIR/STTR Program

ÅSmall Business Innovation Research Grants

ïFunds Small Business Research

ïFor development of new products

ÅGrant goes to the Company

Å~3.5% of Federal Research $ is set aside to 

fund Small Company Research

Å~$2.5 Billion per year.
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Purpose/Background of SBIR / STTR

ÅSmall Business Administration (SBA) 
ïdirects 11 other federal agencies

Encourages:

ÅSmall businesses to undertake R&D projects
ïAre technically High Risk, High Payoff 

ïHave high potential for commercialization

ïDisruptive, not iterative 
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STTR

Participating Agencies

ÅDepartment of Defense 

ÅDepartment of Health and Human Services 
ï (NIH, CDC, FDA and ACF)

ÅDepartment of Energy

ÅNASA

ÅNational Science Foundation                             

ÅDepartment of Agriculture 

ÅDepartment of Commerce 

ÅDepartment of Homeland Security 

ÅEnvironmental Protection Agency

ÅDepartment of Transportation 

ÅDepartment of Education 
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ÅPhase I Final Report

ÅCommercialization Plan

ÅTechnical Proposal 

ÅProject Team

ÅEnvironment

ÅBudget

ÅSales

ÅInvestment Capital

ÅLicensing

ÅProduct Rollout Plans

SBIR/STTR Roadmap

Phase I

Feasibility

~$150K

Phase II

Prototype 

~$1M 

Phase III

Commercial -
ization

Technology Readiness

ÅTechnical Proposal 

ÅProject Team

ÅEnvironment

ÅBudget 
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Technologies Suitable for SBIR/STTRs

Advanced Materials and Instrumentation

NSF

Radom Corporation
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Technologies Suitable for SBIR/STTRs

Toxic Chemical Detection

DOD

Platypus Technologies
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Technologies Suitable for SBIR/STTRs

Pharmaceuticals and Medical Treatments

NIH 

Stratatech
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Technologies Suitable for SBIR/STTRs

Walleye Hybrids

USDA 

Northside Industries
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Generally NOT Suitable for SBIR/STTRs

ÅEstablished markets/consumer goods
ïRestaurants , Dry cleaners, Auto repair

ÅEngineering (where research is complete)
ïFeasibility and prototypes are built; just need money to 

commercialize

ïWeb apps 
Åunless Innovative Research in a SBIR topic is required

ÅPurchase of large equipment/facilities
ïNeed to purchase machinery to scale up manufacture

ÅLow significance
ïCurrent technology mostly solves the problem
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SBIRs vs Investors

Similar

ÅSuccessful commercialization is the end goal

ÅHave to pitch your idea and company

ÅConvince someone your idea is fundable
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SBIRs vs Investors

Different

ÅGovt. does not take equity in the company

ÅFocus on tech vs. team

ÅGovt does not control direction of company
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Å Identify potential SBIR type companies

Å Learn criteria used to evaluate a fit for the 

SBIR/STTR program

ÅSummarize Wisconsinõs success with funding

Å Relate how the CTC assists companies

Outline and Objectives
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Funding Road Map
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Go/No go Criteria

ÅT ðTopic :

ÅE ðEligibility :

ÅS ðStory:

ÅT ðTeam :
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SBIR/STTR Topic/Technology Fit

Develop SBIR/STTR topic search strategy

ÅIs it an SBIR or an STTR topic?

ÅWhich agencies?

ÅWhat are their topics of interest?

ÅWhat are their deadlines?

ÅWhat are their requirements?
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Highlights of Eligibility 

ÅFor-profit company located in US

ÅCompany >50% owned/controlled by:

ïUS citizens, permanent resident aliens or domestic business 

concerns, OR

ïMultiple domestic VCs, hedge funds or private equity firms

Å<500 employees (including affiliates)
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What is Your SBIR/STTR òStoryò?   

ÅA significant need/problem

ÅInnovative solution

Å2-3 research questions to answer

Åhigh impact commercial product?


